
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

~brei W 2015

RE: H.B. No. 1008

Honorable Joseph M. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2015
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred H.B.
No. 1008 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO BLIND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY,

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to increase pedestrian safety
for blind individuals by:

(1) Requiring the driver’s license examination to test an
applicant’s knowledge of exercising due care when
driving a motor vehicle toward pedestrians who are blind
or visually handicapped; and

(2) specifying in the Traffic Code that every driver of a
vehicle shall exercise due care toward pedestrians who
are blind or visually handicapped.

The Hawaii Association of the Blind testified in support of
this measure. The Department of Transportation provided comments.

Blind and visually impaired individuals face unique
situations and challenges as pedestrians, particularly when
crossing the street. Unlike individuals with sight, a blind or
visually impaired individual must use other senses, such as
hearing, to traverse a roadway. As such, drivers need to exercise
due caution toward blind and visually impaired individuals when
operating a motor vehicle on a roadway. This measure addresses
this issue.
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Although your Committee notes that, according to the
Department of Transportation, questions regarding a driver’s
responsibility toward blind and visually impaired pedestrians are
already included .on the driver’s license examination, your
Committee was informed that the selection of examination questions
is a random process and that not all examinations contain a
question about this responsibility.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of ILB. No.
1008 and recommends that it pass Second Reading and be referred to
the Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

HENRY J.C. AQUINO, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives 14 SCG. ‘2.84

The Twenty-eighth Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

#3/&e98’ -y-j~&. jug oajn/~zoír
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~Pass, unamended (as is) U Pass, with amendments (HID) U Hold

U Pass short form bill with HID to recommit for fhture public hearing (recommit)

TRN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. AQUINO, Henry J.C. (C) >4

2. LOPRESTI, Matthew S. (VC)

3. HAR, Sharon E.

4. ICfflYAMA, Linda

S. JOHANSON, Aaron Ling 2<

6. KEOHOKALOLE, Jarrett

7. NAKASHIMA, Mark M.

8. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. K

9. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

10. TAKUMI, Roy M.

11. YAMASHITA, Kyle T.

12. TUPOLA, Andria P.L.

TOTAL (12) I zL.
The recommendation is: )( Adopted U Not Adopted

Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ~
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Dup1icat~ellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HI’.4S0


